
nce againJ The Word invites you

to travel into the dark realm of

terms that are often misused or

misunderstood in home inspec-

tion reports. The lVord hopes you will

find this trip informative and maybe a

l i t t le enrertaining.

The Vord's term today is service en-

trance conductors. The Word finds

this term interesting because: (1) our

Standards of Practice (Section 21.A.2)

require that we inspect them, and (2) rr

is not always clear which, i f  any, conduc-

tors are the service entrance conductors.

Service entrance conductors are thos.

that run between the service point and

the service equipment. In order to locate

the service entrance conductors, we must

first locate these other two components.

Service equipment
The service equipment consists of not more than sjx means of

disconnecting electr ical power to a bui lding. In most homes,

these wil l  be circuit  breakers or fuses. The service equipment

should be readi ly accessible, l isted and labeled for use as ser-

vice equipment and located nor more than 79 inches above

the f loor or the ground. The service equipment may be inside

or outside; but i f  i t 's inside, i t  should be as close as possible

to the point where the service entrance conductors enter the

home. This avoids a long run of wires unprotected by fLrses

or circuit  breakers. The service equipment is usually easy to
locate.

Service point
Locating service point can be a chal lenge. The service point

is where the electr ic ut i l i ty 's rr l taintenance responsibi l i ty ends

and the homeowner's responsibi l i ty begins. I t  is anywhere

that the electr ic ut i l i ty designates. In overhead service drop

configurations, the service point is usually at the famil iar

connectors near the drip loops at the service mast.

But where is the service point in an underground service lat-

eral systeml In most residential systems, the logical service
point location is at the meter cabinet. The meter cabinet is

sealed and often belongs to the electr ic uri l i ty.
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"Locating service point can be a
chal lense The serv ice noint  is  where

Lhe electric util ity's maintenance

responsibi l i ty ends and the
homeowner's responsibility begins."

SERVICE DROP SYSTEI,4 METEF
AND SERVICE EOUIPI/ENT IN SEPARATE CABINETS

SERVICE ENTRANCE WIRES
LENGTH INSIDE HOME

PANELBOARD PANELBOARD

SERVICE LATERAL SYSTEM
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IN ADJACENT CABINETS

3 NEUTR^L (GROUNDED) W]RE

6 NEUTML AND GROUND NG
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